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1 . A selectively stable compound comprising the formula I: 



wherein one of Rj or R2 is independently an aliphatic hydrocarbon having the formula II: 
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-(CHg) — \C*H— CH3 

Rj or R2, which is other than formula II, Wd R3 are independently C(i_i2) ^IkyU and 
wherein: 

C* is a chiral carbon atom; 
n is an integer from about four to aboiit eight; 

R4 is an amino acid or carbohydrate atrached to the chiral carbon atom C* by an ester 
linkage, or -0-X-(R5)in; m being two or three al^d X being selected from the group consisting 
ofC, P or S; wherein: 

R5 is a member selected from the group consisting \jf: 
hydrogen atom; 
hydroxyl group; 
=0; 

substituted or unsubstituted C(i.io) alkyl, C(i.i)o) alkenyl, C(i_io) alkynyl, C(i.io) 
alkoxyl, C( 1 , j q) oxoalkyl, or C( j _ j q) acetoxyl, C( j _ j q) cWboxyalkyl or C( j _ j q) hydroxyalkyi 
20 group; 

-OR5, Rg being a substituted or unsubstituted C(i_i)o) alkyl, C( j.jq) alkenyl or C(i. 
1 0) alkynyl, or C( 1 , j q) oxoalkyl; and 
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substituted or unsubstituted cyblic or heterocylic group having from one- to three- 
rings, eac^ng containing from four to ^shyen atoms. 

2. \The compound of claim 1, wherein the amino acid is selected from the group 
consisting of: alaninyl, argininyl, asparaginyl, aspartyl, cysteinyl, glutaminyl, glutamyl, glycinyl, 
histidinyl, isoleucinyCkucinyl, lysinyl, methioninyl, phenyManinyl, prolinyl, serinyl, threoninyl, 
tryptophanyl, tyrosinyl and"valinyl. , 

3. The compound^^laim 1, wherein the carbohydrate is selected from the group 
consisting of: glucosyl, glucosidyl, maltosyl, glucopyranosidyl, glyceraldehydyl, erythrosyl, 
arabinosyl, ribolucosyl, fructosyl, eiythritolyL xylosyl, lyxosyl, allosyl, altrosyl, mannosyl, 
mannosidyl, gulosyl, idosyl, galactosyl and talosyl. 

4. The compound of claim 1, whereiV^Hs C. 

5. The compound of claim 1, wherein m i^wo and at least one R5 is =0. 

6. , -. J3^compound.of claim 1, wherein substiW^ts for the substituted C(i.io) 
^yl' C(i_io) alken^l^i.io) alkynyl, C(i.io) alkoxyl, C(i>fo) oxoalkyl, or C(i.io) 
a^texyl, cyclic or hetero^y^c groups are selected from the group consisting of amido, amino, 
\C( 1 _65 alkenyl, C( j .5) alkyl, C^is^) alkoxyl, primary, secondary or tertiary C( 1 .5) 
ii^oxyalkyl, C(i_6) oxoalkyl, azidi\carbonyl, carboxylic acid, cyano, C(i_5) haloalkyl, 
isocyano, isothiocyano, phosphatyl, pho^onatyl, sulfonatyl, sulfonyl, sulfoxyl, imino, 
thioamido, tMocarbonyl, tWoaIk<^yl^ thiolo^toalkyl and thio groups or a single atom. 

7. The compound of ctemi 6, wherein the C(^l-6) haloalkyl is a mono-, di- or tri- 
haloalkyl and the C^ j.g) alkoxyl is a mbAoxy or ethoxy group. 

8. TRexaj^iQiindo^aim 6,\herein the single atom is selected from the group 
consisting of chlorine, bromine, miorineani 

9. , fiig'^oiiigound of claim i, wherein the Rj or R2, other than formula II, 
contains one or two, nonadjaceitt-©x3{|en atoms, each oxygen atom replacing a single carbon 
at o m of thc j CfU 4 -2)_ alkyl. 

10. The compbmid of claim 1, wherein the cycUc or heterocycUc is selected from 
the group consisting of benzylypheriyl, biphenyl, cyclohexyL^glohex cyclopentyl, 
nicotinyl, cyclopentenyl, cyclop^rtmiedionyl, napthlalenyl^phenolyl, qdinonyl, cycloprogyl, 
cyclobutyl, cycloheptyl, cyclohepten}^ndanyl, indenyl, decatnyl, lesorcinolyl, tetralinyl, a- 
tetralonyl, 1-indanonyl, cyclohexanedionyiycyclopentanedionyl, dimethylxanthinyl, 
methylxanthinyl, phthalinaidyl, hmn^h^^ quinazolinonyl, 
octylcarboxamido^lzenyl, o^^^^iz l^d^rn^flw glutarimidyl, 
piperidonyl, succinimidyl, dimethoxy^^nyl, methyWittydrouracilyl, methyluracilyl, 
methylthyminyl, piperidinyl, dihydroxybenzenyl, methylpimnj^l, methykanthinyl and 
dimethybcanthinyl. 
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i j } 11- The compound of clairn^ 1 , wherein «4s-4, m is 2, and R2 and R3 are methyl and 

I pMjt^si one R5 is =0. 
^4 ^12. The compbuiid of claim 11, wlferein the other R5, other than =0, is selected 
^^^^ from the group consisting of trinfeti^xy-substituted phenyl, phenolyl and benzamino. 



13. The compound of claim 1, wherein R4 is glycinyl, isoleucinyl or valinyl. 

14. The compound of claim 1, wherein the compound is selected from: 




CHg O 
H2N 



O NH2 o 

CI 



CH, 
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15. A pharmaceuticalOTiQposition comprising a pharmaceutically acceptable 
excipient or carrier and a compound havihgthe following formula I: 
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wherein one of Rj or R2 is independeritly an aliphatic hydrocarbon having the formula II: 



— (CH2) — c*hV-ch 

5 Rj or R2, which is other than formula II, and R^are independently C(i.i2) alkyl; and 
wherein: 

C* is a chiral carbon atom; 
n is an integer from about four to about eight\ 
R4 is an amino acid or carbohydrate attached t\) the chiral carbon atom C* by an ester 
10 linkage, or -O-X-CRs)^^; m being two or three and X bd^g selected from the group consisting 
of C, P or S ; wherein : 

R5 is a member selected from the group consisting of: 
hydrogen atom; 
hydroxyl group; 
15 =0; 

substituted or unsubstituted C(i.io) alkyl, C(i.io) alkeW, C(i.io) alkynyl, C(i.io) 
alkoxyl, C(i.io) oxoalkyl, or C(i.io) acetoxyl, Cq.iq) carboxy^cyl or C(i.io) hydroxyalkyl 
group; 

-ORg, Rg being a substituted or unsubstituted C(i.io) a]kyl\C(i.io) alkenyl of C(i. 
20 X 0) alkynyl, or C( 1 . j o) oxoalkyl; and 

substituted or unsubstituted cyclic or heterocylic group havingVrom one- to three- 
rings, each ring containing from four to seven atoms. 
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16. The pharmab^tical composition of claim 15, wherein the pharaiaceutical 
composition is formulated for ot^ administration. 

17. The phannaceutical composition of claim 15, wherein n is 4, R4 is -0-X-(R5)jn, 




is 2, R2 and R3 are methyl and at leasbsone R5 is :=0 

18. The pharmacfet^ical composition of claim 15, wherein R5 is selected from the 
group consisting of trimethoxy-s^b^ituted phenyl, phenolyl and benzamino. 



19. 

or valinyl. 



The pharm^eutical composition of claim 15, wherein R4 is glycmyl, isoleucinyl 
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